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F4M2 - A couple of years ago it was reported in the newspaper that

my colleague Edward Said threw a stone on a recently liberated site in
Lebanon in the direction of abuilding housing some Israeli guards. He
was with his son, and he did so in order to let off steam and express
some satisfaction at the liberation of an area, which the occupying Is-
raeli forces had evacuated. Some professors and students at Columbia
University demanded that action be taken against Said for a violent
act, suggesting that he even be asked to leave the university. There was
a lot of discussion and much controversy was exchanged in the stu-
dent newspaper. Now even if one thinks as I do that the demand was
pre-posterous and farcical (though I am sure it did not seem particu-
latly farcical to poor Said who was harassed-as he so often was-by the
most disagreeably malicious and false propaganda about it), it was in-
teresting to see what a lot of calm and clarity was brought, even among
those making the preposterous demand, when the provost wrote in
the newspaper to say that Said’s throwing the stone is to be subsumed

under the principle of free speech and expression.

Secularisn, Multiculturalism and the very Concept of law, Akeel Bilgrani, SECUILAR-
ISM, IDENTITY AND ENCHANTMENT,; Harvard University Press, 2014)
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