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India is now abandoning G77
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Indonesia where the G20 summit was held in November 2022.

After India, Brazil will take over the presidency of the G20,
followed by South Africa in 2025. During its term, India will hold more
than 200 meetings across some 50 cities involving ministers, officials
and civil society, leading up to a summit in the capital New Delhi in
September 2023[1]. The presidency of G20 is rotational. The previous
presidents of G20 have been the USA, the UK, Canada, South Korea,
France, Mexico, Russia, Australia, Turkey, China, Germany, Argentina,
Japan, Saudi Arabia, Italy & Indonesia.|2]

The Indian government has launched its year of the G-20
presidency on December 1 with some splendor, and 100 monuments
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari lit up with India’s G-20 logo
symbolizing the motto “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, or “one earth,
one family, one future”. The Hindu has reminded us that in 2008,
the first G-20 summit-level meeting in the US. was held during a
moment of crisis for the world’s financial systems. In 2022, the task
for Indian Prime Minister and his team would be equally crucial, given
the lasting effects of the Russian war in Ukraine, western sanctions on
energy, economic downturns, pandemic worries and climate change
issues those have been testing the foundations of globalization and an
interconnected global economy.[3]

According to the experts, the two major challenges before
India as the president of G20 are to : (i) show a new way, out of the
problems the world is facing and; (ii) reintroduce globalization, which
had been gradually replaced, by countries going its own way through
nationalism.[4]

India has taken over the presidency of the G-20 for 2023 from

G20-a forum of developed and emerging economies
The Group of 20, also called the G-20, is a group of finance ministers
and central bank governors from 19 of the world’s largest economies,
including those of many developing nations, along with the European
Union. Formed in 1999, the G-20 promotes global economic growth,
international trade, and regulation of financial markets. As the G-20
is a forum, not a legislative body, its agreements and decisions have
no legal impact, but they do influence countries’ policies and global
cooperation.

The G-20 includes all members of the Group of Seven
(G-7), a forum of the European Union and the seven of the world’s
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largest developed economies: France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Unit-
ed States, the United Kingdom, and Canada.[5]In addition to these 8,
the other 12 members of the G20 are: Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
China, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
South Korea, and Turkey.

G20 also has many common members with the 38-member
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
- an international organization that works to build better policies for
‘better lives’. OECD provides a unique forum and knowledge hub for
data and analysis, exchange of experiences, best-practice sharing, and
advice on public policies and international standard-setting[6]. OECD
members are countries which describe themselves as committed to
democracy and the market economy, providing a platform to compare
policy experiences, seek answers to common problems, identify good
practices and coordinate domestic and international policies of its
members. In 2021, after long negotiations at the OECD, participating
countries agreed to an outline for new tax rules- the Global Tax Deal.
In a historic agreement, announced in Paris under the aegis of OECD,
130 countries (out of the 139 involved in talks), including India, have
endorsed the OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework Tax Deal.[7]

The majorities of OECD members are high-income economies
with a very high Human Development Index (HDI) and are regarded
as developed countries. The OECD members are: Austria, Belgium,
Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland,
Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States were the 20
founding members. Later other 18 member countries joined the
OECD. These are: Japan, Finland, Australia, New Zealand, Poland,
Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Mexico, South Korea, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Bulgaria, Colombia, Latvia, Costa-Rica.
Actually OECD is an extended EU which also includes, among
others, USA, Canada, Japan, Australia, Turkey, South Korea, Mexico,
Colombia, and Costa —Rica.

In this figure the common members of both OECD and G20

are: G7, EU (baring
a few), the USA,
Canada, Australia,
Japan, Mexico, South-
Korea and Turkey.
The major additions
to the G20 are: Brazil,
Russia, India, China,
South Africa, Saudi
Arabia, and Argentina
5y
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(BRICS+2) besides Indonesia.

In short G20 can be described as an extended OECD with
BRICS+2 and Indonesia as new members. In other words, G20 is a
forum of developed and emerging economies of the world.

Incidentally, seven prominent members of G20, namely, India,
Brazil, Argentina, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa and China
are also members of G77. The Group of 77 is a coalition of 134
developing countries, designed to promote its members’ collective
economic interests and create an enhanced joint negotiating capacity
in the United Nations. The group was founded on 15 June 1964, by
77 non-aligned nations in the “Joint Declaration of the Seventy-Seven
Countries” issued at the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD).

In 1971, G-24, where India is also a member, was established
by the G-77 as one of its Chapters to help to coordinate the positions
of developing countries on international monetary and development
finance issues as well as to ensure that their interests are adequately
represented in negotiations on international monetary matters. Recently,
the developing countries under the G24 grouping have objected to
the proposal of making sovereign commitments to not introduce any
future digital services tax like an equalization levy. Under Pillar One
of the Global Tax Deal, all signing countries are required to withdraw
their existing digital services taxes and other unilateral measures with
respect to all companies and also commit not to introduce any new
unilateral measures in the interim period. [8] These countries refused to
make a sovereign commitment on future digital services tax.

OECD sets the agenda
The official website of OECD claims that the OECD participates
in all G20 meetings at the highest political level (Leaders, Ministers,
Sherpas, Finance Deputies) as well as at the technical level (Working
Groups) and contributes to virtually all of the Group’s strands of work
and most G20 working groups with data, analytical reports, policy
recommendations and standards. The G20 and OECD members
together represent 85% of global GDP, 75% of international trade
and two-thirds of the world’s population. OECD believes that because
of its size and strategic importance, the G20 has a crucial role in setting
the path for the future of global economic growth[9].

According to OECD document, it contributes to all stages of
preparation of G20 Summits[10], namely,

* Helping to define the agenda by developing narratives

* Providing policy options by preparing evidence-based analysis
and reports

¢ Forging consensus across the membership around Presidency’s

54



f&-20 TefebE Ee@am

priorities

e Strengthening the global governance by setting global standard
on key issues

e Ensuring that legacies and commitments from previous
Presidencies are monitored and delivered

The OECD website also claims that under the supervision of
the OECD Sherpa to the G20, the Global Governance and Sherpa
Unit of OECD, plays an essential role in coordinating and ensuring
coherence and relevance to all the Organization’s contributions to the
G20. The OECD Secretary-General participates at the highest political
level, while the OECD Chief Economist represents the OECD at
Finance Deputies meetings[11].

Though India is the official president of the G20 summit in
2023, it appears that the OECD secretariat sets the agenda and runs
the show from the backstage.

India, China and G77

India, once the leader of the non-aligned movement, is one of the
founding members of G77. But at present India’s engagements are
more with the developed nations of G20 than the developing countries
of G77.

In an article columnist Shastri Ramachandran has alleged
that the government of India has no clear-cut stand and approach
when it comes to campaigning for positions in the United Nations
including specialized agencies of the world body and formations such
as the Group of 77 (G77)[12].On the question of India’s stand on
G77, India’s former UN Under-Secretary General Shashi Tharoor,
said that once the government of India had attached a great deal of
importance to the G77, a body which India often led at the UN as the
‘global trade union of developing countries’. However as the “G20
grew in importance, there has inevitably been some diminishing of the
prominence given to the G77.°[13] Apparently it is clear that India is
now abandoning G77 — its long trusted ally.

Ostensible America was upset with the policy of non-alignhment,
which had been the basis of Indian foreign policy since independence.
America’s Biden administration wanted India to break away from the
world famous policy of non-alignment. Not only this, America also
wanted India to distance itself from Russia, which stands by India in
every crisis[14].

Newspaper reports suggest, USA administration has put
pressure on India to “move away” from its long-term history of non-
alighment G77 and partnership with Russia. It is reported that Deputy
Secretary of State Wendy Sherman told members of the powerful
House Foreign Affairs Committee during a Congressional hearing that
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America shares a very critical relationship with India. “They are the
largest democracy in the world. We have a strong defence relationship
with them. They are part of the Quad, with Australia and Japan, and
we are moving forward on many achievements that are critical to Indo-
Pacific prosperity and security,” she said. “We, obviously, would prefer
that India move away from their long-term history of non-alignment
G77 partnership with Russia,” Sherman said in response to a question
from Congressman Tim Burchett.[15]

While India is dithering on G77, China, whose aim is to
promote collective economic interests of the members and to try to
have a bigger say in the world organization, has aligned itself with the
group. Pakistan assumed the chairmanship of Group of 77 and China
for 2022[16].

Though the Group of 77 lists China as one of its members, it
does not consider itself to be a member. As a result, official statements
of the G77 are delivered in the name of The Group of 77 and China
or G77+China. Nevertheless, the Chinese government provides
consistent political support to the G77 and has made financial
contributions to the Group since 1994.

China’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations Zhang
Jun said in September 2022 that China would continue to unswervingly
support the Group of 77 (G77), to accelerate the implementation of
the sustainable development goals (SDG 2030) and achieve mutual
development and prosperity. During the 46th “G77 and China”
Ministerial Meeting in New York, Zhang said cooperation and solidarity
for both sides were needed more than ever, as risks and challenges,
such as COVID-19, geographical conflict, climate change and food and
energy crisis, were intertwined. Being one of the developing countries,
Zhang said China would welcome the G77 members to positively
engage in the Global Development Initiative (GDI) cooperation and
join the Group of Friends of the GDI, together seeking and building
a global development community.[17]

Conclusion
Apparently India has moved closer to the OECD camp ditching its old
allies in G77. China has emerged as the leader of the developing south.
On Russia also India has also diluted its previous stand on
remaining neutral on Russia-Ukraine war. Though rupee —ruble trade
has been agreed between India and Russia, large Indian lenders are
reluctant to process direct rupee trade transactions with Russia months
after the mechanism was put in place for fear of becoming the target
of sanctions by the United States and Europe over the invasion of
Ukraine. Lenders with more exposure to the international financial
system, and in particular the dollar, are worried their businesses could
o



&-20 fefatis AEemm

be disrupted if targeted by sanctions, reports Reuters.[18] The Bali
declaration of G20, India echoed the western perspective of the
Russia —Ukraine war and was appreciated by the USA and its allies.
In a statement dated November 18, 2022, the White House said, India
played an essential role in negotiating the Bali Declaration of the just
concluded G-20 Summit in Indonesia. It has applauded Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for saying that ‘today’s era must not be of war’.

OECD and developed wortld sets the agenda for G20. As an
alternative to deep engagement with the developed forums, like G7,
G20 and OECD who always dictates terms and insist on linking trade
negotiation with binding labour and environment standards, India
must explore the possibility of strengthening the Global System of
Trade Preferences (G.S.T.P), among developing countries and enter
into some mutually beneficial long term trade relations with G77
nations.[19]

[1]https:/ /www.reuters.com/world/india/india-g20-presidency-2023-what-does-it-mean-
what-can-we-expect-2022-12-02/

2] https:/ /economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ politics-and-nation/ presidency-of-
¢20-rotational-why-this-spin-around-it-congress/articleshow/95947019.cms?utm_
source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&cutm_campaign=cppst

3] https:/ /www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/ gteat-responsibility-on-indias-g20-
presidency/article66215820.cce

[4]  https://tmesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ truth-lies-and-politics/ the-challenges-india-
faces-during-her-presidency-of-g-20/

[5] https:/ /www.investopedia.com/terms/g/g-20.asp

[6] https:/ /www.oecd.org/about/
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[10] ibid [11] https:/ /www.oecd.org/g20/about/
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diplomat
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html
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G20 and Agriculture under Indian Presidency
Stock-Taking of Initiatives
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he biggest threat that a large section of the world population
is facing today is food insecurity. The cumulative impact of
increasing demand and stagnant or declining investment in
agriculture has dramatically increased the world food prices
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during the last couple of years. Scientists are raising alarms about the
risk of simultaneous crop failures occurring in multiple regions across
the globe, a catastrophe that poses an underestimated threat to the global
food supply. Concurrent crop failures in major crop producing regions
constitute a systemic risk as associated spikes in food prices can lead to
conflict and under nutrition in countries that rely on imports. Volker Turk,
UN human rights chief, warned of a truly terrifying future of hunger and
suffering as climate change-driven extremes hit crops, livestock and crucial
ecosystems.

The farce of stock-taking

While the G20 group has got all the major surplus food producing
countries, but the stock-taking exercise did not choose to address this
challenge in a systematic way. At the 15-17 June Agriculture Working
Group (AWG) meeting the presentation of Shri Tomar, India’s Minister
for Agriculture was more about painting a rosy picture. He talked of how
India is very prosperous and powerful in the agriculture sector and shares
its knowledge and experience in the global interest of the agriculture
sector, for which we will be ready in the future as well. Effective policies
have been implemented in the agriculture sector, pioneering programs
have been implemented, practical and sustainable solutions have been
implemented for our food systems.

As per the data presented to the Indian parliament, seven
million agricultural households permanently left agriculture between
2012 and 2019. Rural youth and agricultural labourers are reported to
have committed suicides under the current dispensation. The lack of
employment opportunities and income has resulted in an unprecedented
reduction in per capita availability of food grains for the rural poor. The
agricultural policy reform of this government is favourable to big business,
which the farmers’ movement is completely opposed to. Since as large as
three quarters of the population are below the poverty line they require
their minimum food entitlement and need food ration for mere survival.

Call for Action on Food Security and Nutrition adopted at the
G20 Agriculture related initiatives exercise of stock-taking in the meeting
of 15-17 June has little to offer to the vulnerable experiencing hunger,
starvation and malnutrition. It only focused with concern on excessive
price volatility, high prices. While in the context of disruptions being
experienced due to war in Ukraine it was vocal, but it chose to ignore
the systemic sources of the crisis of global agro-food system. Acuteness
and severity of the global agro-food system crisis precedes the Ukraine
war. No concrete proposal was placed by the Government of India to the
AWG meeting,
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The missed opportunity

Neither did the Minister talk at the AWG meeting of renegotiating the
World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on Agriculture (AoA)
that has a systemic bias towards agribusiness driven agriculture and can
prevent the Government of India from offering minimum support price
(MSP) for agricultural produce to the farmers, nor did he ask the US and
EU to review their obstructive stance on the issue of the permanent peace
clause required for the security of public food stocks needed to maintain
public distribution system (PDS).

Call for Action focused on the promotion of nature based solutions
proposed by agribusiness to the UN Food Summit, which the movements
have already rejected due to their agribusiness friendliness. Call for Action
focused on the contributions of the Agricultural Market Information
System (AMIS) initiative and the Group on Earth Observations Global
Agticultural Monitoring (GEOGLAM). Call for action affirmed again the
commitment of G20 to provide support and strengthen the data collection
process through the AMIS and GEOGLAM for greater transparency to
avoid the negative impact of food price volatility.

G20’s corporate bias will persist
There was not even an attempt to transform the character of the activities
being undertaken as part of the AMIS and GEOGLAM initiatives. The
AMIS and GEOGLAM reports have a corporate bias written into the
forecasts. The initiatives are restricted to providing data only on major
crops. These G20 initiatives do not monitor the quantity and quality of
diversity of food crops and livestock available for meeting food security
needs. Call for action emphasized the need of incentivising farmers in
line with WTO obligations to enhance environmental and economic
outcomes.

The WTO AoA has been a key barrier to realizing the right to food.
The existing rules need to change, but it is unlikely that WTO members
can overhaul the AoA to meet long standing demands of equity. The AoA
needs to be wound down. Governments should be free to negotiate new
international food agreements based on principles of dignity, right to food,
self-sufficiency, solidarity, recognition of limits of growth, transformation
of the economy and decent work. The WTO AoA based policy paradigm
is ill suited for India and the developing world; it was crafted in favour of
temperate zones, capital intensive, corporate agribusiness driven, export
oriented, peasant insensitive and mass livelihood threatening agriculture
pathways. India should have made the case for a renewed Global System
of Trade Preferences (GSTP) treaty among developing countries that is
consistent with the vision of south-south cooperation and collective self-
reliance in the case of agriculture.

Although the G-20 group within the WTO has a historic
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responsibility for restoring this vision and making it operative, but the call
for Action merely talked of how the WTO at its core is needed in order
to enhance market predictability, increase business confidence, and allow
agti-food trade to flow to contribute to food security and nutrition. Call
for Action prioritized reduction in food loss and waste through finance
and market linkages. The syndrome of corporate agriculture continues to
govern policymaking, The policymaking community knows that how the
food loss and waste is an outcome of the long agri-value chains associated
with the pathway of corporate agriculture being protected by the advanced
capitalist countries through the WTO’ AoA. Call for Action chose to
appreciate the work done by the Technical Platform on Measurement and
Reduction of Food Loss and Waste.

Reject the call for action adopted on agriculture at G20

Call for Action supported multistakeholder dialogue on agriculture wherein
the big business is able to exercise undue influence shall be rejected.
The power of big business is the key obstacle in the path formation for
sustainable agriculture because the smallholder farmers and small and
medium enterprises are held back only by the big business from shifting
to sustainable, diversified and resilient agriculture and food systems.

Dinesh Abrol

Shrinking Democratic Spaces
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ndia has witnessed a steady decline in the situation of democratic

rights and civil liberties over the past decade and much of this has

to directly do with the ascendency of the Modi Govt to powert, since
2014. This scenatio also has a co-relation with the meteoric rise in the
incomes of some of the large corporate houses in the country, their
proximity with the current regime, the willingness of the State to tweak a
range of laws for corporate interests and unleash repression on people’s
movements questioning the same, on the ground.

While different governments, across political parties in power,
have been authoritarian towards people’s movements, the BJP Govt. at
the centre and in states where it has been ruling has the worst track record
in terms of upholding the democratic freedoms and civil liberties. On
numerous occasions, the Government has violated the fundamental rights
to freedom of peaceful assembly, association, expression and freedom of
movement as guaranteed by the Indian Constitution.A key hall mark of
this regime has been the relentless attacks on all dissenting voices — be
they from marginalized sections such as dalits, minorities, women or other
progtessive sections including pro- people journalists, students, academics,
activists, advocates etc.

It has been 5 years since some well-known lawyers, activists, trade
unions were arbitrarily incarcerated in the infamous ‘Bhima Koregaon’
case under the draconian UAPA law. With the exception of very few
who have received bails on strict conditions, many are still languishing in
jails. An 80-year-oldadivisi rights activist Fr. Stan Swamy, a co-accused in
the same casedied during institutional incarceration. Many of the other
prisoners are also elderly and have keep imprisoned throughout covid, till
date.

Two years later, in the wake of the pandemic, and anti-
muslimviolencein Delhi, the Government unleashed another major wave
of repression on the equal citizenship protests, majorly led by women and
students. Yet again, cases under sedition and UAPA were slapped against
dozens of young activists and a grand ‘conspiracy’ narrative was spun to
shut down some of the most vocal, pro-democracy voices in the country.
Many of those arrested are yet to receive bails. Democratic and civil
liberties movements and groups across the country have been relentlessly
campaigning for the repeal of draconian laws like UAPA and sedition,
upholding the right to bail and, freedom of all political prisoners.
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The historic farmers resistance against the three pro-corporate
farm laws forced the Government to telent and withdraw the laws, after
an entire year of protests, but only after a heavy cost of the ‘deaths’ of
750 + farmers and intense repression on and vilification of the farmers
movement. More recently, internationally renowned women wrestlers
hit the streets seeking action against a ruling party MP, Mr. Brij Bhushan
Singh, accused of sexual harassment and rape. However, the Govt. refused
to arrest him and let lose brutal police violence on the protesting women.

The shrinking democratic space within educational campuses,
clampdown on academic freedoms, terrorizing of students organizing for
legitimate causes, introduction of right-wing and anti-science- oriented
curricula have come to define the university spaces, in the last decade.
Braving all repression, young students continue to fight back, only to be
faced with violence, arbitrary notices, roadblocks in pursuingeducation,
false cases and even arrests.

The near capture of most mainstream media by the Govt and its
favored corporates, turning it into a pro-establishment institution has had
a debilitating impact on the freedom of the press. On the other hand,
independent media houses (such as News Click, The Wire), freelance
journalists face the brunt for reporting truth to power. While a few cases
of jailed journalists like Siddique Kappan, Asif Sultan, Rupesh have
occasionally been reported, the iron rod of the state on media makes it
hard for ground-level reporters to disseminate news freely and without
fear of repercussions.

The en masse gagging of media in Kashmir, post abrogation
of Article 370 has been one of the most shameful episodes of the last
decade.Multiple instances of internet shut down over prolonged periods
in places like Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Assam has also impacted free flow
of credible news, while the pro-govt media and its toxic digital ecosystem
is given a free hand spread misinformation and hate.

Another key feature of the regime has been the systematic ways in
which statutory institutions have been debilitated, compromised and even
weaponized against those seeking accountability. On the one hand, key posts
in numerous important commissions such as NHRC, NCW, NCPCR have
been filled in by those whose ideology aligns with the Hindutva right-wing
government. On the other,central agencies such as the CentralBureau of
Investigation (CBI) and the Enforcement Directorate (ED) are selectively
pressed into service to hunt down political opponents. The manner in
which the Government has tried to interfere with judicial opponents has
eroded the important tenet of separation of of powers.

Both inside the Parliament and outside, the voice of the Opposition
is sought to be muted and muzzled. The specter of cases and raids keeps
many in the ‘Opposition stables’ in check. This regime has infact even
resorted to toppling down of democratically elected state governments

Y



&-20 fefatis AEemm

through unfair means (Ex Maharashtra). Legislations like the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act have been used recklessly to stifle some of the
most democratic voices; a recent case in point being the persecution of
academic and activist Dr. Navsharan Singh.

The regime has also vindictively gone after those who exposed the
role of the Prime Minister (the then Chief Minister),during the Gujarat
pogrom of 2022, in which large numbers of muslims were butchered.
The arrest of activist — journalist Teesta Setalvad (who later received bail)
as well as the arrest of Sanjeev Bhatt, a high-ranking police official who
brought to light the PM’s complicity (in another 30-year-old case), are
indeed instances of vendetta.

A very large number of NGOs that rely on FCRA for institutional
funding to work with different marginalized sections have been starved
of funds, because their FCRA renewals have either been cancelled or
withheld indefinitely! This has severely impacted the work of numerous
organizations whose interventions have been helpful for communities in
distress or facing neglect of the state.

The trend of even persecuting lawyers who stand with oppressed
people and communities defending their lands, forests and minerals from
‘extractive development’ is deeply worrying. The most recent in this saga
is the case foisted against Adv. Ritwick Dutta, who has received global
recognition for his work on ecological justice. Adv Shoaibh, another
80-year-oldwidely-respected civil liberties lawyer was detained last month
arbitrarily by the UP police. If even such well-known lawyers are not
spared, this does have a chilling effect on lawyers at the district and lower
levels, who fight at greater risks. Democratic spaces have shrunk quite
literally, over the years. Even in the capital, places like Jantar Mantar which
were once relatively more vibrant spaces of protest have now been heavily
militarized.Restrictions on the numbers of people who can protest, ultra-
bureaucratic methods of seeking (read denying) permission, constant
surveillance are all ways to frustrate people’s resistance. A case in point is
the massive hardships created for some of the most marginalized landless
workers who came to Delhi from different states during Feb-March’23
to protest budgetary cuts in NREGA, delayed payments and centralized
digitalization. The 100-day protest had to be cut short to 60 days because
of the difficulties in ‘secking permissions’ Likewise, permissions for
socio- political events in meetings halls, press clubs, university rooms are
routinely denied / cancelled in whimsical ways.

As India marks 48 years of the ‘Emergency’, we are indeed going
through a dark phase of undeclared yet everyday emergency, dismantling
the constitutional and democratic rights frameworks. In such a situation of
intense repression, where people’s rights are being bulldozed by a police
state, it is indeed criminal for the Modi regime to put up a show that ‘all is
well’ before the G- 20 nations and the world-at-large.
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Labour and Employment at the G20
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The forum in the G20 that is tasked with discussions of labour

market related issues is the Employment Working Group. The

EWG comprises the labour and employment ministers of
member states. It has a multi year mandate which is reviewed annually
and renewed when deemed necessary. Labour20 (or L.20) is the en-
gagement group that comprises trade unionists from member states to
reflect on the EWG’s agenda for the year and make recommendations
to the EWG. In 2023, with India’s presidency of the G20, the Bhartiya
Mazdoor Sangh (part of the RSS, of which the current ruling party -
the BJP, is the political arm) is the appointed Chair of the L20.

The Agenda

In 2023, the Employment Working Group has identified the following
priority areas for consideration:

1. Addressing the Global Skills Gap

2. Gig and Platform Economy and Social Protection 3. Sustainable
Financing of Social Security

There is a summary rationale and a few expected outcomes pro-
vided for this selection. In short it states thus.

For priority area 1, the demographic differences are identified as
the main reason. Comprehensive skill mapping and assessment along
with adoption of common skill taxonomies to ensure recognition of
skills across borders are the expected outcomes.

For priority area 2, while gig and platform work is seen as al-
lowing workers to “transcend the limitations of work-time and work-
space, enabling [them] to integrate with the labour market”, it is ac-
knowledged that there are challenges in providing them social security
in the absence of traditional employer-employee relationships. Sharing
of best practices across countries, production of better statistics and
classifications to capture types and number of workers in the platform
economy are the expected outcomes.

For priority area 3, there is an acknowledgement that provid-
ing social security to a large population remains a challenge and that
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alternate avenues to generate and expand resources for provision of
the same must be sought. Sharing best practices, deliberations on pti-
oritisation within welfare entitlements that comprise social security,
international development assistance to support social security and
policy options to ensure sustainable financing of social security are the
expected outcomes

The 1.20 discussions were shaped around five themes, for each
of which a “task force” drafted short reports that were discussed in
the .20 Summit on 22nd and 23rd June. The themes broadly overlap
the priority areas set by the EWG. These were:

1. International Migration: Portability of Social Security 2. Uni-
versal Social Security; 3. Skill Development: Roles and Responsibilities
of Stakeholders; 4. Changing World of Work: New Employment Op-
portunities in G20 Countries 5. Women and Future of Work

The agenda set by these themes mirrors that of the EWG, save
for the specific focus on women workers as a standalone report. Some
of the framing of the issues in the .20 Summit statement, which rep-
resents the consensus position of participating delegates, is commend-
able.

The Changing World of Work report, which focuses on techno-
logical changes, acknowledges increasing inequality and the digital di-
vide. It states a key fact: “The structural dynamics and powers at work
create ‘good ’ or decent jobs only for a limited number of high-skilled
people, producing increasingly unequal societies with extremely rich
people and many extremely poor people.” It says that controls should
not be left to the market and the state should control innovation and
power concentration. Along with the report on Women and Future
of Work, it highlights the large potential for job creation in the care
economy and the need for having regulations to protect workers. The
report on Universal Social Security makes a mention of the need to
address low wages and speaks of the need to expand fiscal space and
adopt a more “accommodative macroeconomic framework”. Despite
these acknowledgments, the statement adopted at the 120 Summit
lacks any concrete steps or a vision of a labour friendly economic
scenario. It stops short of identifying the root causes of the problems
faced by workers.

Problems of Framing

Having outlined the G20 approach to workers’ concerns, we look now

at their limitations. This section is divided into three segments cov-

ering the broad priority areas and overlapping discussion in the 1.20.
International Migration and Skill Development: The rationale

cited for the need to create a Skill MIS and adoption of common

standards for recognition of skills across borders was the demograph-
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ic differences between the member countries. Let us unpack that.

The G20 is comprised of some of the youngest and most pop-
ulous countries such as India and China that happen to be developing
economies, as well as of countries with ageing populations such as Ja-
pan and Italy that happen to be relatively more developed economies.
It implies a shortage of workers with specific skill-sets across ageing
countries and a potential need of workers from developing countries.
The regimes in these developing countries see this requirement as an
avenue of employment for their workers.

Developing countries with a young, trainable workforce are thus
in an advantageous position. However, developed countries across the
world have high barriers for labour migrants and wage and benefit
differentials as well. There is 2 need to ensure liberalised, safe and
dignified labour migration across international borders. Research on
major international labour migration corridors have highlighted signif-
icant enduring problems that need to be addressed. These include a
predatory recruitment industry that passes costs to low income work-
ers from developing countries resulting in increasing indebtedness,
harsh working and living conditions for migrant workers (even in so
called developed countries such like the USA and the UK), lack of
unionisation among migrant workers and political targeting of migrant
workers.

Platform Economies and Technological Advancement: To view
the gig or platform economy as allowing workers to transcend the
“work-time and work-space limitations” so that more of them can
be integrated in the labour market is absurd. It shows a disconnect
from the reality of labour markets, especially in countries like India
where young working age adults are suffering from the worst employ-
ment crisis in the country. Gig work is notoriously precarious char-
acterised by a total lack of employer responsibility, which is legally
invisibilised due to a lack of regulations. Gig workers compete for
temporary streams of income at exceptionally low rates. The availa-
bility of millions of tech-literate young workers forms the bedrock of
accumulation for digital businesses, especially those involved in online
retail and service delivery. It is the lack of decent work opportunities
and the extreme scarcity of avenues of income generation that pushes
young workers to take up part time, precarious and low paid work in
the platform economy. In short it is a sign of distress and chronic dis-
guised employment in the country.

Generating more data on the platform economy seems to be
the focus of the EWG. Data by itself is not going to provide solu-
tions. This is a classic example of a technocratic approach that seeks
to invisibilise the political choices being made. There is a very obvious
case for introducing regulations and ensuring compliance in the plat-
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form economy. Technological advancement results in greater labour
productivity and efficiency, thus creating more “value”. To harness
the potential of digital technologies it is necessary to ensure that the
increased value created is adequately distributed. Under the current
regime, owners of capital (of financial and technological property in
particular) benefit from deployment of new technology.

The struggle to ensure social security for gig workers requires
re-making the digital economy in fundamental ways. The modest ad-
mission in the 120 statement, “Technology innovation follows the log-
ic of profit and not enough of the logic of people and workers” well
being.”, needs to become the starting point of analysis.

Universal Social Security and its Sustainable Finance: Any dis-
cussion of providing universal social security must start with an anal-
ysis of why the majority of workers do not have it. 9 out of 10 Indian
workers do not enjoy any social security benefits. This situation has
persisted through more than 3 decades of deregulation and liberalisa-
tion of the Indian economy, accompanied by high GDP growth. The
economic model we have been following champions a small segment
of large corporations over all other segments of society and equates
their growth with the development of the nation. One of the key
characteristics of the Indian economy post liberalisaiton has been in-
creasing flexibilisation of labour and deregulation of labour relations.
This has ensured fragmentation of workers and a lack of bargaining
capacity for labour. It has worked well for large businesses that have a
ready supply of cheap labour. But it has also ensured that the bulk of
Indian workers remain at very low wages and without benefits. This is
why social protection has been the dominant policy option in India,
as opposed to social security. Lack of formal wotk (i.e. established/
registered employer-employee relations) and low wages leave no op-
tion. Hence it must be acknowledged that there are structural reasons
for the lack of social security in India where the gains of economic
growth are cornered by a small section of society.

The perspective underpinning the EWG vision of social secu-
rity is bound to create friction with the prevailing economic model,
which valourises profits over all else. While talking of universal social
security, under the best of circumstances all it can provide is a trun-
cated version of the same. This is evidenced in the highly technocratic
terms of reference. One of the expected outcomes for sustainable
financing of social security is “recommendations on which welfare en-
titlements should be prioritised based on available fiscal space”. This
shows there is a clear hierarchical relation in this view, between the
world of capital which will drive a self-serving “economic growth”
and the needs of the mass of workers who must be provided for de-
spite reducing corporate tax rates. This is bound to fail.
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It is only when we question the structural dynamics resulting
from in-built power differentials in our economy that we can arrive
at solutions that prioritise people and not profits. Otherwise our at-
tempts at trying to provide social security and welfare will continue
to be at odds with how the economic system is designed. Instead we
need a system that creates decent work opportunities and ensures a fair
distribution of economic gains in society.
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We20: Peoples’ Declaration
People and Nature over Profits for a Just,
Inclusive, Transparent and Equitable Future

This declaration ‘People and Nature over Profits for a Just, Inclusive,
Transparent and Equitable Future’ is an articulation of the collective
voices of the participants that has been adopted unanimously at the
We20 Summit.

The We20: A Peoples’ Summit on G20, has been a successful
gathering of different people’s movements, trade unions, civil society
organizations and concerned individuals who came together in New
Delhi from 18 to 20 August in the run-up to the 18th G20 Leaders’
Summit, to share diverse experiences and knowledge, and demand ac-
tion from decision-makers of the G20. The deliberations of the We20
Summit in thematic workshops focused on the following topics: (i)
G20 and India’s presidency, (if) Right to Information, Digital Data
and Surveillance, (iii) Climate Change, Environment, Biodiversity and
associated human rights, (iv) global finance, big banks and impact
on the people, (v) agriculture and food security, (vi) inequality, labor
rights and social protection, (vii) right to just, sustainable, participa-
tory and inclusive city, (viii) fascism and marginalization, and (ix) rights
of natural resource-dependent communities. The We20 Summit was
attended by over 500 people from over eighteen states of India who
represented the working class, Dalits, Adivasis, persons with disabili-
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ties, ethnic and religious minority communities, farmers, fisherpeople,
forest workers, hawkers, artisans, unorganized workers, academicians,
and members of the civil society.

India is hosting the 18th G20 Leaders’ Summit on 9 and10 Sep-
tember 2023 in New Delhi. We, the people, assert that the G20, since
its inception, has been an elite club in terms of its membership and
actions. This informal group of rich and ‘emerging market economies’
has taken policy decisions to serve the economic and political interests
of corporations, advanced the neoliberal agenda promoted by inter-
national institutions such as the World Bank, the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF), the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the WTO,
and has repeatedly failed to address the pressing concerns of people.
These include economic, social and ecological injustice; inequality;
agrarian, food and livelithood crises; debt distress; accelerating climate
change; and human rights violations and democratic backsliding. We,
the people, assert that the G20 needs to urgently acknowledge people’s
voices and priorities — especially those most vulnerable to, and affected
by, inequality and crises — and respond appropriately by putting people
and nature over profits for a just, inclusive, transparent and equitable
financial and development system and future.

The We20 Summit shook the government as was evident from
the Delhi police’s attempt to suppress peoples’ voices by barricading
the venue on the second day to stop the entry of delegates who came
to attend the workshops. The police also denied permission to hold
the event on the third day. We strongly protest against the arbitrary ac-
tion of the police to prevent people from exercising their democratic
right to assemble peacefully and freely express their opinions.

The G20 events in India are being organized at a time when
we are going through a phase of rising inequalities, systematic erosion
of the rights of workers, farmers, fishers, Dalits and Adivasis, sky-
rocketing food and energy prices, extreme weather events engendered
by climate crisis, widespread ecological destruction, inter-faith and in-
ter-religious conflicts, increased violence against women and gender
diverse persons, and shrinking democratic spaces. We bear witness that
the preparations for the G20 mega-events in New Delhi and in many
other cities across India have led to gross violations of human rights
of thousands of urban poor and marginalized communities, who have
been forcibly evicted from their homes and deprived of their liveli-
hoods without due process, compensation or proper rehabilitation. As
documented in a public hearing report released on 13 July 2023, the
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forced evictions and demolition drives catried out by state agencies
were done in the name of beautification, protection of monuments
and other similar flimsy pretexts. We strongly deplore the crackdown
on the poor and marginalized people across the country and demand
participatory rehabilitation and adequate compensation for those who
lost their livelihoods for the arrangement of the G20 events.

We are also severely critical of the use of crores of public mon-
ey spent on advertisements ostensibly to promote India’s presidency
at a time when food and fuel prices are skyrocketing, heat waves and
flash floods are killing people and devastating entire communities, and
democratic spaces are declining. Evicting the poor, hiding working
class settlements behind high curtains and spending public money for
political gains explicitly contradict India’s much-cherished ‘Mother of
Democracy’ claim.

We call for an overhaul of the international financial architecture.
International Financial Institutions (IFIs) such as the World Bank, the
IME, the ADB and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)
are controlled by former colonial powers and emerging economies
with imperialist interests and have no role in democratic polity. The
billions of dollars of investments by the IFIs in critical sectors such
as energy, urban infrastructure, transport, and climate action have had
devastating consequences for the lives and livelihood of peoples. Such
investments, as we have seen in multiple mega-projects such as the
Tata Mundra Power Project or the Amravati Capital City Project or the
Bharatmala and the Sagarmala projects, have resulted in corporate land
and territory grabs, displacement of local communities, commodifica-
tion and privatisation of natural resources, environmental degradation,
violation of labor, fishers and farmers rights, and protecting private
capital investments against economic risk with public money. Further,
the IFIs continue to lobby with elected governments to bring anti-peo-
ple laws and policies (such as the FRDI Bill 2017 or the three farm
laws or high banking charges), commodify and financialize land and
essential services, control food production systems, and finance pro-
jects without adequate environmental and social safeguards. Instead of
rectifying global power imbalances in economic governance, the G20
reforms of IFIs have pushed for increased private sector investments
and foreign direct investments (FDI). Specifically in key areas such as
agriculture, health and education, this will have a negative impact on
people’s lives and the environment through privatisation and commer-
cialisation of essential services. It will also destabilise constitutionally
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mandated democratic governance and national security of individual
countries. We demand more public spending on health, education, ag-
riculture and all essential services, and reject financial austerity meas-
ures as solutions to the renewed debt crisis in many South counttries.
We also make a call for South-South cooperation to revamp the inter-
national financial system and demand that the elected governments
of the countries of the global South commit to the peoples’ interests
instead of advancing the same of the corporations.

In a world marred by multiple, intersecting crises triggered by
the unbridled finance capital and the tendency of global capitalism
to extract ‘value’ from every crisis, resolution of the debt distress of
low and middle income countries (LMICs) is a top agenda of the
G20. However, past solutions such as the Debt Service Suspension
Initiative have failed to address the debt crisis by not being able to
engage private creditors in resolving the same and, instead, creating
conditions for more debt-creating finance. We reject the G20’ zeal to
push for profit-oriented private investments in the LMICs and flawed
market-driven initiatives to support development and climate action.
As India claims to become the voice of the global South, the demand
for debt justice for the LMICs must be a priority under its presiden-
cy. We demand debt-free and grant-based financing to support the
appropriate developmental goals and ecological/climate action in the
developing world, removal of all policy conditionality to finance, im-
plementation of transparency and accountability safeguards, fair chan-
neling of Special Drawing Rights for countries of the global South,
and reparations and justice from the rich countries of the global North
for the immense past and continuing ecological and other forms of
debt they owe to the global South.

The false market-based solutions to the climate crises proposed
by the G20 and similar fora have resulted in financialisation of na-
ture and deprivation of natural resource-dependent communities,
and greater debt distress. We demand immediate action to protect the
environment and biodiversity through increased debt-free climate fi-
nance and cancellation of existing debts, phasing out of fossil fuels, an
end to funding plastic production infrastructures and waste-to-energy
plants, reducing emissions to real zero and not net zero, advancing sus-
tainable and climate-resilient agroecological systems, significant public
outlays for adaptation and mitigation by communities already being
severely impacted, recognising the collective governance and manage-
ment rights of nature-dependent communities, and increased public
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spending towards such communities to save our water, forests, land
and air (jal, jangal, zameen, aur hawa).

We reject corporate capital’s capture of global food governance
through the Agreement on Agriculture in the WTO, and emerging
bilateral and multilateral trade agreements. Agricultural sustainability
and food security are burning issues today, particularly in the wake
of the war in Ukraine and disruptions in food supply chains because
of globalised trade in food and agriculture. The impacts of extreme
weather events on agriculture and the IFI’s stress on agribusiness-driv-
en agriculture have led to hunger, malnutrition and food insecurity. For
example, the three farm laws introduced in 2020 by the Government
of India were a direct consequence of the policies promoted by the
World Bank, the IMF and the WTO to cut farm and food subsidies and
destroy public stockholding of food grains. What we are witnessing is
the aggressive capture of the food and agriculture system by corporate
conglomerates. We demand immediate coordinated actions to address
the needs, rights and demands of most affected communities, make
the public distribution system more robust and inclusive, and call for
a radical restructuring of the food system where food justice and food
sovereignty are central, and where respect for human rights, agroeco-
logy, protecting biodiversity, gender justice and diversity, youth agency,
climate justice, economic and social justice, and safeguarding the inter-
ests of the small and marginal farmers and natural resource-dependent
communities, are integral components.

The G20 has always pushed for bilateral and regional free trade
agreements (FTA) to serve the economic interests of wealthy coun-
tries, and the march of capital. India, for instance, has signed and is in
the process of signing FT'As with Australia, Canada, European Union,
and the UK, the terms of which have mostly been kept unknown to
the people. We believe that the global trade system is broken and what
the world needs is a new system for trade based on economic justice
and cooperation free from corporate interests and greed.

Rising inequality is a pressing concern of the world today. As
noted by the UN, the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed all kinds of
inequalities, including gender inequality. The root causes for rising in-
equalities are unchecked capitalist expansion supported by pliant na-
tion-states, tax evasion and avoidance by powerful rich actors, and the
concentration of financial power by corporations to safeguard the in-
terests of their wealthy shareholders at the cost of the rights of work-
ing classes, small scale food producers and of nature. The bargaining
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power of workers has been systematically eroded by undermining
trade unions, implementing anti-worker legislations and policies, ab-
sence of social protection schemes, and introduction of automation
in workspaces. We demand the introduction of concrete, time-bound
targets and action plans to reduce inequality, end the accumulation of
extreme wealth by taxing the top, create more jobs, protect the rights
of workers including their right to unionize and right to represent
themselves in the decision-making boards of companies, eliminate the
gender pay gap, make multinational companies follow due diligence in
line with the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights,
share profits with the workers, protect the rights of Dalits, Adivasis
and marginalized communities, and ensure gender equality.

We strongly oppose the commodification and privatization of
healthcare promoted by the ‘One Health’ approach. The pandemic
has also exposed corporate greed in its most glaring avatar and the
G20 has failed to make diagnostics, treatments and medicines public
goods in the truest sense of the term. The inability of the G20 to
waive intellectual property rights of corporations and instead promote
multilateral cooperation in sharing treatments and technologies critical
for public health demonstrate the elite, neoliberal character of the fo-
rum. The health agenda of the G20 continues to serve the interests of
wealthy nations, transnational corporations and philanthropic founda-
tions. Further, there is an increasing attempt to invisibilise the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic on informal workers, migrant laborers
and the poor.

We also strongly protest against the privatisation of education
and policies (such as the New Education Policy of India) and demand
more public spending in education infrastructures at primary, second-
ary and higher education levels.

We reject the blue economy agenda of the G20 that aims to
economically exploit the marine ecosystem and resources, and turn
conservation into a profitable venture. The push for attracting pri-
vate investments in the name of protecting marine life and sustainable
tourism, expansion of capital-intensive large-scale aquaculture, corpo-
ratisation of the coastal infrastructure, introduction of new financial
instruments like blue bonds, diluting environment protection laws to
benefit the corporations, and greed for using the fossil fuel ocean-
scape is highly condemnable. We have no doubt in stating that the
blue economy agenda of the G20 is a step towards extraction, mining
and grabbing of marine resources by private corporations that will
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have devastating consequences for the ocean people, environment and
marine ecology.

We are deeply concerned at the weakening of environmental
and ecological safeguards in the name of ‘B-READY” or for the sin-
gle-minded pursuit of economic growth. In India, over the last few
years, nearly every environmental, social and labour laws and policies
have been watered down, rather than strengthened which would be
necessary in the context of national and global ecological collapse.

We demand that scientific and technological research must be
more people centric.

We strongly condemn the erosion of democratic institutions
and spaces, the attack on the constitutional values, civil society groups,
human rights defenders and academic bodies, the use of digital sur-
veillance and data privacy, the dilution of laws related to right to in-
formation, criminalisation of dissent, unjust use of government agen-
cies to suppress peoples’ voices, and increased social antagonisms and
communal tension engineered by rightwing forces. In India, we have
witnessed the creation of social antagonisms and communal tensions
among communities in Manipur and Haryana just days before the
G20 Summit. Further, we condemn the G20’s maneuvering of the
civil society voice in C20 through political control and use of selected
religious institutions and pro-private capital civil society organisations
masquerading as representative bodies of the people. We call for the
establishment of participatory and plural democracy and equal citizen-
ship, strengthening of democratic institutions and making them more
inclusive, transparent and accountable.

We reaffirm that the G20, is an exclusive elite club of countries
that share ideological commitment to neoliberalism, market capitalism
and globalised trade despite their continuing failure to deliver well-
being to the majority of the world’s people and being an instrument
of legitimisation of the increasing authoritarianism and democratic
backsliding among many of its members. Decision-making and gov-
ernance has become a centralized exercise of the numerical few, and
we demand democratic and decentralised governance by keeping peo-
ples’ voices at its core. Further, the G20 is undermining and hijacking
multilateralism through its proposals and decisions on global econom-
ic governance, trade, finance, environment, development and climate.
We assert that the ‘one earth, one family, one future’ theme of the
G20 represents the suppression of the heterogeneity and diversity of
peoples’ voices.
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We call for solidarity and unity among all democratic forces,
peoples” movements, civil society organizations, human rights defend-
ers and progressive individuals to demand robust South-South coopet-
ation, and a just, inclusive, transparent and equitable future for people
all over the world. We stress that there are thousands of grounded,
community-led initiatives towards genuine, just, equitable and ecolog-
ically wise ways of meeting human needs available across the G20
countries, which governments and others can learn from and help ex-
pand to communities.
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