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fog W2 Fw Fifzfaa freag oitw @ wasei)

YOR AH Fawrel Ryfawn=g At asifae
fatqaes fg-1 72 Types of Early Bengali Prose, €0®
faiqges f@ fereea:

By old Bengali Prose is meant here the prose-lit-
erature which was produced before the advent of British
rule and the establishment of printing press in Bengal
and which is therefore in a sense, indigenous and free

from the influence of western thought or literature.

Although the bulk of this old literature is in verse,
which at one time was almost the universal vehicle of
literary expression, the fact is familiar to every student
of Bengali literature that there existed a considerable
amount of Bengali prose-writing long before the Ser-
ampore Missionaries or the pundits of the Fort William
college, or even Raja Rammohan Roy, in the early years
of the nineteenth century, ever dreamt of ‘creating’ a

general prose-style.

The existence of these specimens of prose-writ-
ing will in itself remove the impression, still obtaining in
some quarters, that Bengali prose is entirely a creation
of the 19th century.

A distinction must be made between old and
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modern prose-wring in Bengali and although the former
cannot possibly compete as literature, in point of posi-

tive achievement with the latter.

The use of Bengal instead of Sanskrit or Persian is
a fact significant in itself; but this widening of the scope
of prose also indicates that prose was gradually becom-
ing a necessity, as a vehicle of expression, to the life
of the nation; and forces were already active towards
evolving a general prose-style, not merely literary but

suited to the every-day use of the people.

Most of these documents, maybe rejected as
non-literary, but there are various phase in the growth

old prose=-writing.

May not have been literature in the proper sense;
but the small amount of positive achievement should
not blind us to its immense formal impression or to the
fact that all this indicated a movement towards better
and better prose-writing and the gradual evolution of an

indigenous prose style.

‘AT TG AT “SIAT FA (S09) &AIH
IR TTI FLACTA, ARE 9177 AT TS 22
farafeiz ST 3R 1T Fa¥T 22EAT WFS AT,
<Al SIA JCHF AW SIFT ST ISCIT AFF | Siat @
SIT FACA TN FCIF A2 G2 AGR ©iFf SiCwa
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